
                                                                                                                                                                        

 
                                                                                                                                                

 
 

                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

Call for submissions  
IMPACT Business Award 2011 

 
 
 
The IMPACT (Innovative Models Promoting Adaptation 
and Climate Technologies) Business Award rewards en-
terprises that apply innovative business solutions in 
combating Climate Change. The IMPACT Business 
Award implemented on behalf of the German Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and organized by Deutsche Gesell-
schaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) will make a total of up to five International Awards 
available in 2011. 
 
 
What comes with the Climate Impact Business Award? 

 A monetary prize of 5,000 Euro. 

 Opportunities to present your work to influential representatives from business and indust-
ry at the International Business Forum 2012 ceremony and conference. 

 National and international publicity, through the work of the Awards team and the existing 
GIZ distribution channels. 

 Membership in the International Business Forum network, where leading practitioners and 
intellectual leaders from the business and government sector exchange their views. 

 A case study publication about your Award-winning business 

 
Who can apply for the Award? 

 Businesses, business associations, NGOs, community-based organizations, think tanks, 

research institutions and public sector organizations are all eligible. 

 The application can be for a product or service that has been proven on the market.  

 The business must operate in a country with a developing or emerging economy1. 

 
What businesses are we looking for? 
 
The IMPACT Business Award seeks to showcase outstanding business models. The business 
models should be related to the following issues: 

 Innovative products, services or technologies for climate protection or adaptation to 
climate change 

 Greenhouse gas mitigation by micro, small and medium enterprises or large scale indust-
ries  

 Adaptation to climate change in micro, small and medium enterprises or large scale in-
dustries  

                                                   
1 Countries are defined as developing and transformation countries according to the BMZ's 
current country list: <http://www.bmz.de/en/what_we_do/countries_regions/index.html> 
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 Community-based mitigation measures to prevent climate change in land use, forest ma-
nagement and water resource management 

 Community-based adaptation to climate change in land use, forest management and 
water resource management  

 
What are the eligibility criteria for the Award? 
 
Business models will be evaluated against the following criteria: 
 
Climate Impacts: The business focuses on the mitigation of greenhouse gases and/or adaptation 
to climate change. 
 
Social and Economic Impacts: The business creates social and economic benefits at the ‘Base of 
the Pyramid’ (BoP)2; this might be the provision of basic goods or services that improve the living 
conditions, or the creation of jobs or other sources of income, etc. 
 
Business Model: The business has a conclusive business model and focuses ideally on selling an 
affordable product or delivering a service to the BoP that helps in mitigating or adapting to climate 
change. 
 
Business Viability: The business is in a state where the viability of its approach is proven. 
 
Financial Sustainability: The business is self-financing and has a plan for achieving long-term fi-
nancial sustainability. 
 
Innovation. The business develops an innovative product or service, or applies innovative techno-
logies for climate protection or adaptation to climate change. 
 
Network: The business must be part of a network that consists of at least two stakeholders that 
are already cooperating in order to achieve a common goal.  
 
 
How to apply for the Award? 
 
If your business model fits the Awards criteria, then apply online or download the application form 
from the Award website at www.IMPACT-business-award.de 
 
If you would like to discuss whether your work is relevant to the Awards, or you have questions 
about how to fill in the concept note, then you are welcome to contact the Awards team by email 
(info@IMPACT-business-award.de) or phone (+49 30 89 00 068 595). 
 
Submissions will be accepted until 1 November 2011, 23:59 CET. Late submissions will not be 
considered.  
 
Proposals that are shortlisted will be offered feedback and invited to submit additional information 
in mid-November 2011. 
 

                                                   
2 The World Resources Institute has defined the ‘Base of the Pyramid’ as people earning less 
than 3000 USD per annum per capita (in 2002 purchasing power parities). 
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