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Adaptation to Climate Change through Sustainable Resource

Management and Cross-border Cooperation for Disaster Prevention

in Central Asia
Almaty, Kazakhstan, November 10th – Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH is pleased to invite you to take part in a 2-day seminar entitled “Adaptation to Climate Change through Sustainable Resource Management and Cross-border Cooperation for Disaster Prevention in Central Asia” and the subsequent planning workshop. The event will take place at “Altyn Kargaly” Hotel (204 Zhandosov st, Almaty, Kazakhstan) on 14-16 November. 
Climate change is likely to aggravate Central Asia's already very high risk of natural disasters like mudflows, avalanches, floods and droughts due to variations in precipitation patterns and the melting of glaciers. Both climate change and natural disasters are characterised by their cross-boundary hazard potential. Therefore, an efficient prevention of natural disasters requires strong cross-border coordination and cooperation.

Prevention measures – including sustainable land management, risk analysis, natural disaster monitoring and forecasting procedures as well as raising awareness among target groups – contribute to mitigating disaster risk. 

Efficient disaster prevention will only be successful through cooperation of policy makers, implementers and researchers, who benefit from synergies and networking effects. 

The implementation of an integrated approach to disaster prevention activities reduces vulnerability of the countries concerned. In this way it is a key factor for sustainable development and helps to minimize the loss of human life, economic and material resources. 

The workshop will discuss geo-risks in Central Asia, the current state of monitoring and forecasting of geo-disasters in the region, CA examples of promising solutions for addressing geo-risks, European and international experience of managing geo-risks. The seminar participants will also be offered an opportunity to develop an appropriate gap analysis and suggest activities for capacity development in the field.
The project is aimed at raising awareness and developing human resource capacity in the countries of Central Asia including Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan:
Objective 1: Awareness building and training for sustainable land management;
Objective 2: Scientific dialogue and international scientific exchange on risk analysis and cross-border early warning systems;
Objective 3: Awareness building and political-scientific dialogue on cross-boundary cooperation
The event is organized by GIZ in cooperation with Central Asian Countries Initiative for Land Management (CACILM); Regional Centre for Hydrology (RCH); German Research Centre for Geosciences (GFZ); German Committee for Disaster Reduction (DKKV); International Commission for the Protection of the Rhine (IKSR); Potsdam Center for Policy and Management (PCPM), University of Potsdam; Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK); Central Asian Institute for Applied Geosciences (CAIAG) – Kyrgyzstan; UN/International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR); Interstate Commission for Water Coordination of Central Asia (ICWC); Central Asian Interstate Commission on Sustainable Development (ICSD), and the Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia (CAREC).
The list of seminar participants features representatives of Central Asian Public Authorities, Non-governmental organizations, international and regional experts.
Notes to Editor:
All Central Asian countries except Turkmenistan have signed the Hyogo Framework for Action. This underlines the commitment of the respective governments to integrate Disaster Risk Management (DRM) into their national development plans. Great progress in the cross-border coordination of DRM with regard to earthquake hazards was achieved in the framework of the “Cross-Border Natural Disaster Prevention in Central Asia” program, implemented by InWEnt and GFZ in 2008-2010.

Nevertheless, there is still a lack of efficient and sustainable implementation of regulations and administrative procedures as well as cross-border cooperation and implementation of international agreements on DRM.

Additionally there is a need for awareness building for the potential of sustainable land management to reduce vulnerability.

